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Two days later, on July 20, Tschirschky had a long inter-
view with Berchtold and set forth emphatically Jagow's
arguments in regard to the importance of winning and com-
pensating Italy before it was too late. But he too had little
success. Berchtold blindly insisted that Italy had no claim
to compensation; that he did not need Italian cooperation
or support, but only Italy's abstention from interference;
that the best way to keep Italy out was to keep intended
action secret from her until after the fait accompli] and
that he had strictly forbidden Merey, the Austrian Ambas-
sador in Rome, to speak of the Serbian question, because he
was sure that the slightest hint would be at once communi-
cated by Italy to St. Petersburg, and be seized upon at
Rome as an excuse for some counter-action or for claims
to compensations. Berchtold gave such a down-right re-
fusal to have Italy get even Valona that Tschirschky
apparently refrained from the more delicate proposal that
Austria give up the Trentino.123
Instead of acting on Germany's wise and prudent sug-
gestion of bargaining reasonably with Italy, Berchtold sent
Merey a long argument, in which he tried to contradict
the interpretation held by Germany, as well as by Italy,
in regard to Art. VII of the Triple Alliance, relating to
compensations for Italy in case of a change in the Balkans
in Austria's favor.124 And on the same day, after sending
Merey the text of the ultimatum", he instructed him to
say to San Giuliano, if questioned, that "he had no precise
information as yet in regard to the conclusion of the investi-
gation at Sarajevo and the step which Austria would take
at Belgrade as a result of it/1125 Merey was also to avoid,
if possible, any discussion of Art. VII because "neither side
would be able to bring the other to its own interpretation,
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